AHAB, THE ARAB
Ray Stevens

Written by Ray Stevens
from the live version

(intro: Arabian flute)

LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT AHAB THE ARAB

THE SHEIK OF THE BURNING SAND

HE HAD EMERALDS AND RUBIES JUST DRIPPIN' OFF 'A HIM
AND A RING ON EVERY FINGER OF HIS HAND

HE WORE A BIG OL' TURBAN WRAPPED AROUND HIS HEAD
AND A SCIMITAR BY HIS SIDE

AND, EVERY EVENIN', ABOUT MIDNIGHT

HE'D JUMP ON HIS CAMEL NAMED CLYDE, AND RIDE

[Spoken] SILENTLY THROUGH THE NIGHT TO THE SULTAN'S TENT WHERE
HE

WOULD SECRETLY MEET UP WITH FATIMA OF THE SEVEN VEILS,
SWINGINGEST GRADE "A" NUMBER ONE US CHOICE DANCER IN

THE SULTAN'S WHOLE HAREM, 'CAUSE, HEH, HIM AND HER HAD

A THING GOIN', YOU KNOW, AND THEY'D BEEN CARRYIN' ON

FOR SOME TIME NOW BEHIND THE SULTAN'S BACK AND YOU

COULD HEAR HIM TALK TO HIS CAMEL AS HE RODE OUT ACROSS THE
DUNES, HIS VOICE WOULD CUT THROUGH THE STILL NIGHT DESERT
AIR AND HE'D SAY "STOP, CLYDE!" AND CLYDE'D SAY,

"WHAT THE HECK DID HE SAY ANYWAY?"

WELL, HE BROUGHT THAT CAMEL TO A SCREECHIN' HALT
(verbal screeching sound)

IN THE REAR OF FATIMA'S TENT

JUMPED OFF CLYDE, SNUCK AROUND THE CORNER

AND INTO THE TENT HE WENT.

THERE HE SAW FATIMA LAYIN' ON A ZEBRA SKIN RUG WITH
[Spoken in falsetto and possibly with female backups]

"RINGS ON HER FINGERS AND BELLS ON HER TOES

AND A BONE IN HER NOSE HO, HO."

[Spoken] THERE SHE WAS, FRIENDS, LYIN' THERE IN ALL HER RADIANT
BEAUTY, EATING ON A RAISIN, GRAPE, APRICOT, POMEGRANATE,
BOWL OF CHITTLIN'S, TWO BANANAS, THREE HERSHEY BARS,
SIPPING ON A RC CO-COLA LISTENIN' TO HER TRANSISTOR,
WATCHIN' THE GRAND OLE OPRY ON THE TUBE, READIN' A MAD
MAGAZINE WHILE SHE SUNG, "DOES YOUR CHEWING GUM LOSE

IT'S FLAVOR?" YEAH, AHAB WALKED UP TO HER AND HE SAY,

(imitate Arabic speech),

"LET'S TWIST AGAIN LIKE WE DID LAST SUMMER, BABY.!!"
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HA, HA, HAll
YOU KNOW WHAT | MEAN! WHEW! SHE LOOKED UP AT HIM
FROM OFF THE RUG, GIVE HIM ONE OF THE SLY LOOKS,

SHE SAID "CRAZY, CRAZY, CRAZY BABY!"

(‘'round and around and around and around, and around and around
and around)

YEAH, AND THAT'S THE STORY 'BOUT AHAB THE ARAB
THE SHEIK OF THE BURNIN' SAND
AHAB THE ARAB, THE SWINGIN' SHEIK OF THE BURNIN' SAND
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