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GENIUS 
by Warren Zevon and Larry Klein 
 
Dm                       C 
I'VE GOT A BITTER POT OF JE NE SAIS QUOI 
Dm                                 C 
GUESS WHAT--I'M STIRRING IT WITH A MONKEY'S PAW 
Bb                      A 
SINCE I SAW YOU COMING OUT OF MY BARBER'S SHOP 
Dm                           C 
IN THAT SKIMPY LITTLE HALTER TOP 
 
 
DID YOU LIGHT THE CANDLES? DID YOU PUT ON "KIND OF BLUE?" 
DID YOU USE THAT IVY LEAGUE VOODOO ON HIM, TOO? 
HE THINKS HE'LL BE ALRIGHT BUT HE DOESN'T KNOW FOR SURE 
LIKE EVERY OTHER UNINDICTED COCONSPIRATOR 
 
F               C 
MATA HARI HAD A HOUSE IN FRANCE 
Dm                           C 
WHERE SHE WORKED ON ALL HER SECRET PLANS 
Bb                       A 
MEN WERE FALLING FOR HER SIGHT UNSEEN 
          Dm         C        Dm       C 
SHE WAS A GENIUS 
 
 
THERE'S A FACE IN EVERY WINDOW OF THE SONGWRITERS' NEIGHBORHOOD 
EVERYBODY'S YOUR BEST FRIEND WHEN YOU'RE DOING WELL--I MEAN GOOD 
THE POET WHO LIVED NEXT DOOR WHEN YOU WERE YOUNG AND POOR 
GREW UP TO BE A BACKSTABBING ENTREPRENEUR 
 
F                     C 
ALBERT EINSTEIN WAS A LADIES' MAN 
Dm                          C 
WHILE HE WAS WORKING ON HIS UNIVERSAL PLAN 
Bb                      A 
HE WAS MAKING OUT LIKE CHARLIE SHEEN 
         Dm 
HE WAS A GENIUS 
 
Bb                          A 
WHEN YOU DROPPED ME AND YOU STAKED YOUR CLAIM 
Dm                    F7 
ON A V.I.P. WHO COULD MAKE YOUR NAME 
Bb                        A 
YOU LATCHED ON TO HIM AND I BECAME 
             Dm 
A MINOR INCONVENIENCE 
 
 
YOUR PROTÉGÉ DON'T CARE ABOUT ART 
I'M THE ONE WHO ALWAYS TOLD YOU YOU WERE SMART 
YOU BROKE MY HEART INTO SMITHEREENS 
AND THAT TOOK GENIUS 
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YOU AND THE BARBER MAKE A HANDSOME PAIR 
GUESS WHAT--I NEVER LIKED THE WAY HE CUT YOUR HAIR 
I DIDN'T LIKE THE WAY HE TURNED YOUR HEAD 
BUT THERE'S NOTHING I CAN DO OR SAY I HAVEN'T DONE OR SAID 
 
EVERYBODY NEEDS A PLACE TO STAND 
AND A METHOD FOR THEIR SCHEMES AND SCAMS 
IF I COULD ONLY GET MY RECORD CLEAN 
I'D BE A GENIUS 
 
 
 
 


