
INVITATION TO THE BLUES     
Tom Waits 
Intro 
 
Dm  Bbm F Bdim   /    Gm7 A7sus4   /    A7 Dm Gm-A7-Dm 
1) 
           Dm                           Bbm 
WELL SHE'S UP AGAINST THE REGISTER WITH AN APRON AND A SPATULA, 
      F                              Bdim   
WITH YESTERDAY'S DELIVERIES AND THE TICKETS FOR THE BACHELORS 
           Gm7                     A7sus4            A7 
SHE'S A MOVING VIOLATION FROM HER CONK DOWN TO HER SHOES, 
          Dm          Gm    A7      Dm 
BUT IT'S JUST AN INVITATION TO THE BLUES 
 
         Gm                          C7 
AND YOU FEEL JUST LIKE CAGNEY, SHE LOOKS LIKE RITA HAYWORTH 
         F 
AT THE COUNTER OF THE SCHWAB'S DRUGSTORE 
           Gm                                 C7 
YOU WONDER IF SHE MIGHT BE SINGLE, SHE'S A LONER AN D LIKES TO MINGLE 
F                            A     A7   Dm   A7 
GOT TO BE PATIENT, TRY AND PICK UP A CLUE 
 
           Dm                           Bbm 
SHE SAID "HOW YOU GONNA LIKE 'EM, OVER MEDIUM OR SCRAMBLED?", 
          F                          G 
YOU SAY "ANYWAY'S THE ONLY WAY", BE CAREFUL NOT TO GAMBLE 
      Gm7                      A7sus4         A7 
ON A GUY WITH A SUITCASE AND A TICKET GETTING OUT OF HERE 
      Dm                      Bbm 
IN A TIRED BUS STATION IN AN OLD PAIR OF SHOES 
             A7sus4            A7             Dm 
THIS AIN'T NOTHING BUT AN INVITATION TO THE BLUES 
               Gm                           C7 
BUT YOU CAN'T TAKE YOUR EYES OFF HER, GET ANOTHER CUP OF JAVA, 
            F 
AND IT'S JUST THE WAY SHE POURS IT FOR YOU, JOKING WITH THE CUSTOMERS 
      Gm                             C7 
MERCY MERCY, MR. PERCY, THERE AIN'T NOTHING BACK IN JERSEY 
         F                     A            A7 
BUT A BROKEN-DOWN JALOPY OF A MAN I LEFT BEHIND 
 
       Dm 
AND A DREAM THAT I WAS CHASING, 
   Bbm 
A BATTLE WITH BOOZE 



       A7sus4    A7            Dm 
AND AN OPEN INVITATION TO THE BLUES 
 
 
                 Gm                       C7 
BUT SHE USED TO HAVE A SUGAR DADDY AND A CANDY-APPLE CADDY, 
       F                               F 
AND A BANK ACCOUNT AND EVERYTHING, ACCUSTOMED TO THE FINER THINGS 
            Gm                                 C7 
HE PROBABLY LEFT HER FOR A SOCIALITE, AND HE DIDN'T LOVE HER 
'CEPT AT NIGHT, 
      F                              A 
AND THEN HE'S DRUNK AND NEVER EVEN TOLD HER THAT HE CARED 
        Dm  
SO THEY TOOK THE REGISTRATION, 
       Bbm 
AND THE CAR-KEYS AND HER SHOES 
      A7sus4                A7              Dm 
AND LEFT HER WITH AN INVITATION TO THE BLUES (...SOLO SAX) 
 
 
                  Gm                            C7 
'CAUSE THERE'S A CONTINENTAL TRAILWAYS LEAVING LOCAL BUS 
TONIGHT, GOOD EVENING 
 F                                  F 
YOU CAN HAVE MY SEAT, I'M STICKING ROUND HERE FOR A WHILE 
          Gm                      C7 
GET ME A ROOM AT THE SQUIRE, THE FILLING STATION'S HIRING, 
    F                                     A 
AND I CAN EAT HERE EVERY NIGHT, WHAT THE HELL HAVE I GOT TO LOSE? 
       Dm 
GOT A CRAZY SENSATION, 
      Bbm 
GO OR STAY? NOW I GOTTA CHOOSE, 
        A7sus4             A7           Dm 
AND I'LL ACCEPT YOUR INVITATION TO THE BLUES 
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