
     THE HANDSOME CABIN BOY 
A popular broadside ballad of shipboard carryings-on. This  
version from Louis Killen; it derives from that sung by one of  
the greatest ballad singers of all times, Jeannie Robertson of  
Aberdeen. The sailors made up these tales to amuse themselves  
on their long voyages.  
 
The guitar on this is a Rickenbacker 730L/12 acoustic, in two  
inversions, E and with a capo on the second fret in the D 
position. 
 
     D           E  
IT'S OF A PRETTY FEMALE AS YOU WILL UNDERSTAND  
 
HER MIND WAS SET ON RAMBLING INTO A FOREIGN LAND  
 
SHE DRESSED HERSELF IN MAN'S ATTIRE AND BOLDLY DID APPEAR  
 
AND SHE ENGAGED WITH A CAPTAIN TO SERVE HIM FOR A YEAR.  
 
 
THE CAPTAIN'S LADY BEING ON BOARD, SHE SEEMED IN GREAT JOY  
 
TO THINK THAT THE CAPTAIN HAD ENGAGED SUCH A HANDSOME CABIN BOY  
 
AND MANY'S THE TIME SHE CUDDLED AND KISSED,  
 
AND SHE WOULD HAVE LIKED TO TOY  
 
BUT 'TWAS THE CAPTAIN FOUND OUT THE SECRET 
 
OF THE HANDSOME CABIN BOY  
 
 
HER CHEEKS THEY WERE LIKE ROSES, HER HAIR WAS ALL A-CURL  
 
THE SAILORS OFTEN SMILED AND SAID, HE LOOKS JUST LIKE A GIRL  
 
BUT EATING THE CAPTAIN'S BISCUIT, WELL, HER COLOR IT DID DESTROY  
 
AND THE WAIST DID SWELL OF PRETTY NELL, THE HANDSOME CABIN BOY.  
 
 
IT'S DOCTOR, DEAREST DOCTOR, THE CABIN BOY DID CRY  
 
MY TIME HAS COME, I AM UNDONE, SURELY I MUST DIE  
 



 
THE DOCTOR RAN WITH ALL HIS MIGHT, A-SMILING AT THE FUN  
 
FOR TO THINK A CABIN BOY COULD HAVE A DAUGHTER OR A SON  
 
 
NOW WHEN THE SAILORS HEARD THE JOKE, THEY ALL BEGAN TO STARE  
 
THE CHILD BELONGS TO NONE OF US, THEY SOLEMNLY DID SWEAR  
 
AND THE LADY TO THE CAPTAIN SAID "MY DEAR I WISH YOU JOY  
 
FOR IT WAS EITHER YOU OR I BETRAYED THE HANDSOME CABIN BOY."  
 
 
COME ALL OF YOU BOLD FELLOWS AND WE'LL DRINK SUCCESS TO TRADE  
 
AND LIKEWISE TO THE CABIN BOY WHO WAS NEITHER MAN NOR MAID  
 
AND IF THE WARS SHOULD RISE AGAIN, US SAILORS TO DESTROY  
 
WELL, HERE'S HOPING FOR A JOLLY LOT MORE  
 
LIKE THE HANDSOME CABIN BOY.  
 
 
 
 
 


