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"Springfield Mountain" is purported to be the first original American ballad. This 
was how the news was spread in the days before radio, television or the internet. 
A minstrel would go from town to town and sing about the most recent events. 
This song is the true story of twenty-two year old Lieutenant Thomas Merrick, a 
young man who was about to be married. He was bitten by a rattlesnake in 
Springfield Mountain Massachusetts, on August 7, 1761 and died within three 
hours of the attack. His grave can still be seen fourteen miles north of that city.  
There are many different versions of this ballad. Some were wild exaggerations 
made up by vaudeville performers, in which Merrick's wife-to-be died as a result 
of trying to suck the poison out with a broken tooth.  "Now Molly had a broken 
tooth, and so the poison killed them both."  On this song, I used a Martin 0021 6-
string and a Vega/Ode 5-string banjo. Both instruments are tuned down 1/2 step. 
"Springfield Mountain" is here in honor of Spring. Watch your step.  
 

Springfield Mountain 
      
Am                                  C 
ON SPRINGFIELD MOUNTAIN THERE DID DWELL 
 G 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
Am                                  C              E7 
ON SPRINGFIELD MOUNTAIN THERE DID DWELL TUM - A - ROW 
Am                              G             F                     E7 
ON SPRINGFIELD MOUNTAIN THERE DID DWELL A HANDSOME YOUTH I KNEW FULL 
WELL 
Am                                   G                Am 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
ONE MONDAY MORNING HE DID GO 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
ONE MONDAY MORNING HE DID GO TUM - A - ROW 
 
ONE MONDAY MORNING HE DID GO DOWN IN THE MEADOW FOR TO MOW 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
 
HE MOWED ONCE ROUND THAT LENGTHY FIELD 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
HE MOWED ONCE ROUND THAT LENGTHY FIELD TUM - A - ROW 
 
HE MOWED ONCE ROUND THAT LENGTHY FIELD AND A POISON SERPENT BIT HIS 
HEEL 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 



 
THEY BROUGHT HIM TO HIS MOLLY DEAR 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
THEY BROUGHT HIM TO HIS MOLLY DEAR TUM - A - ROW 
 
THEY BROUGHT HIM TO HIS MOLLY DEAR WHICH MADE HER FEEL SO MIGHTY QUEER 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
 
OH JOHNNY DEAR WHY DID YOU GO? 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
OH JOHNNY DEAR WHY DID YOU GO? TUM - A - ROW 
 
OH JOHNNY DEAR WHY DID YOU GO DOWN IN THE MEADOW FOR TO MOW? 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
 
OH MOLLY DEAR NOW DON'T YOU KNOW 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
OH MOLLY DEAR NOW DON'T YOU KNOW TUM - A - ROW 
 
OH MOLLY DEAR NOW DON'T YOU KNOW IT'S FATHER'S FIELD AND MUST BE MOWED 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
 
ON SPRINGFIELD MOUNTAIN THERE DID DWELL 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO 
 
ON SPRINGFIELD MOUNTAIN THERE DID DWELL TUM - A - ROW 
 
ON SPRINGFIELD MOUNTAIN THERE DID DWELL A HANDSOME YOUTH I KNEW HIM 
WELL 
 
RIGHT - TUM - A - NEW - RIFE - A - LIME - A - DIDDLE - DO            
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