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WHEN FIRST INTO THIS COUNTRY 
TRADITIONAL 
 
     Dm                        C 
WHEN FIRST INTO THIS COUNTRY A STRANGER I CAME 
          F                      Dm 
THERE WAS NO ONE THAT KNEW ME OR ASKED ME MY NAME 
  F                         C           Dm 
I CAME INTO THIS COUNTRY TO TARRY FOR A WHILE 
       F                     C            Dm 
AND TO LEAVE MY DEAR JEWELS ALONE ON THAT ISLE 
 
 
A STORY HAS BEEN REPORTED AS YOU MAY HAVE BEEN TOLD 
OF THREE PRETTY MAIDS FROM MY COUNTRY I STOLE 
BUT THIEVERY AND ROBBERY OH THAT I DO DEFY 
BUT THESE THREE PRETTY FAIR MAIDS I NEVER WILL DENY 
 
 
THE FIRST WAS PRETTY BETSY ALTHOUGH SHE WAS POOR 
THE NEXT WAS LOVELY NANCY'THE MAID I ADORE 
THE OTHER WAS BLACK-EYED SUSAN THE GIRL OF MY DELIGHT 
AND I'LL ROLL HER IN MY ARMS ON A COLD WINTER NIGHT 
 
 
HER EYES WERE LIKE TWO DIAMONDS SO BRIGHT AND SO CLEAR 
HER CHEEKS WERE LIKE THE ROSES THE FIRST OF THE YEAR 
THOUGH HER CHEEKS THEY HAVE BEEN FADED THIS PAST SUMMER 
AND I FEAR SHE'S IN LOVE WITH SOME OTHER YOUNG MAN 
 
 
I NEVER, NEVER KNEW WHAT IT WAS TO BE A SLAVE 
TILL BOTH MY PARENTS WERE DEAD AND LAID IN THEIR GRAVES 
WHEN I WAS BOUND APPRENTICE FOR MORE THAN SEVEN LONG YEARS 
MY MASTER AND MY MISTRESS WERE CRUEL AND SEVERE 
 
MY MISTRESS SCARCE EVER SPOKE A KIND WORD TO ME 
WHICH CAUSED MY MIND TO WANDER LIKE WAVES ON THE SEA 
BUT NOW I'VE REGAINED MY LIBERTY I'LL RETURN TO THE GIRL I LIKE 
AND I'LL ROLL HER IN MY ARMS ON THE COLD WINTER NIGHTS 
 
NOW I AM MARRIED I LIVE AT MY EASE 
I GO WHEN I LIKE AND I COME WHEN I PLEASE 
I MARRIED PRETTY SUSAN FOR SHE IS THE GIRL THAT I LIKE 
AND I FOLD HER IN MY ARMS ON A COLD WINTER NIGHT 
  
 


