BANKS OF THE CONDAM NE
HARK, HARK, THE DOGS ARE BARKI NG, | CAN NO LONGER STAY
THE BOYS HAVE ALL GONE SHEARI NG , | HEARD THE PUBLI CAN SAY
AND | MUST BE OFF IN THE MORNI NG LOVE BEFORE THE SUN DO SHI NE
TO MEET THE ROVA SHEARERS ON THE BANKS OF THE CONDAM NE
OH WLLIE DEAREST W LLI E DONT LEAVE ME HERE TO MOURN
DONT MAKE ME CURSE AND RUE THE DAY THAT EVER | WAS BORN
FOR PARTING WTH YOU WLLIE I'S LI KE PARTING WTH MY LIFE
SO STAY AND BE A SELECTOR LOVE AND | WLL BE YOUR W FE
OH NANCY DEAREST NANCY YOU KNOW THAT | MJUST GO
THE SQUATTERS ARE EXPECTI NG ME THEI R SHEARI NG FOR TO DO
AND VWHEN |'M ON THE BOARD MY LOVE I'LL THI NK OF YOU W TH PRI DE
AND MY SHEARS THEY W LL GO FREELY WHEN I'M ON THE WHI PPI NG SI DE
OH I'LL CUT OFF MY YELLOW HAIR AND GO ALONG W TH YQU
' LL DRESS MYSELF I N MEN S ATTI RE AND BE A SHEARER TOO
["LL COOK AND COUNT YOUR TALLY LOVE WHI LST RI NGER-O YOU SHI NE
AND |'LL WASH YOUR GREASY MOLESKI NS ON THE BANKS OF THE CONDAM NE
OH NANCY DEAREST NANCY YOU KNOW YOU CANNOT GO
THE BOSS HAS G VEN HI S ORDERS NO WOMAN MAY DO SO
AND YOUR DELI CATE CONSTI TUTI ON | SN' T EQUAL UNTO M NE

TO EAT THE RAMSTAG MUTTON ON THE BANKS OF THE CONDAM NE

BUT WHEN THE SHEARI NG S OVER |'LL MAKE OF YOU MY W FE
I'"LL GET A BOUNDARY RI DI NG JOB AND SETTLE DOWN FOR LI FE
AND WHEN THE DAYS' WORK'S DONE MY LOVE AND THE EVENING I T IS FINE

["LL TELL OF THEM SANDY COBBLERS ON THE BANKS OF THE CONDAM NE



Notes

Firgt published as The Banks of the Rivering in the Queendander in 1894 This
versgon from the snging of A.L.Lloyd. Folklorist Dr Edgar Waters writes
(Augrdian Tradition Oct 1966) : "The Banks of the Condamine seemsto have
been one of the most widdly distributed bush songs. In recent yearsit has been
reported from singers in northern Victoria and the Northern Territory, and a
number of different versions have been recorded in New South Walesand in
Queendand. Sometimes the man is going off to a horse-bresking camp rather than
ashearing shed. In Victoria, and & least in southern New South Wales, it ssemsto
have been known as The Banks of the Rivering, and perhaps this was the origina
form. The words of "The Banks of the Condamine were made over from 'The
Banks of the Nile, aBritish Bdlad of the beginning of the nineteenth century.”



