
                          BLACK DAY IN JULY   (Anth I, p 79) 
Em             D   Em         D           G                  Em   Em 
BLACK DAY IN JULY; MOTOR CITY MADNESS HAS TOUCHED THE COUNTRYSIDE. 
    C                     Em              C               Em 
AND THROUGH THE SMOKE AND CINDERS YOU CAN HEAR IT FAR AND WIDE. 
    C                 Em             C                 Em    Em 
THE DOORS ARE QUICKLY BOLTED AND THE CHILDREN LOCKED INSIDE. 
D              Em 
BLACK DAY IN JULY. 
Em             D           Em            D       G                Em Em 
BLACK DAY IN JULY; AND THE SOUL OF MOTOR CITY IS BARED ACROSS THE LAND 
        C               Em       C            Em 
AND THE BOOK OF LAW AND ORDER IS TAKEN IN THE HANDS 
       C           Em               C               Em   Em 
OF THE SONS OF THE FATHERS WHO WERE CARRIED TO THIS LAND 
D              Em 
BLACK DAY IN JULY. 
Em             D          Em               D 
BLACK DAY IN JULY; IN THE STREETS OF MOTOR CITY 
          G              Em    Em 
THERE'S A DEATHLY SILENT SOUND. 
        C         Em              C                  Em 
AND THE BODY OF A DEAD YOUTH LIES STRETCHED UPON THE GROUND; 
  C             Em           C             Em    Em 
UPON THE FILTHY PAVEMENT, NO REASON CAN BE FOUND. 
D              Em 
BLACK DAY IN JULY. 
Em             D   Em         D           G                  Em   Em 
BLACK DAY IN JULY; MOTOR CITY MADNESS HAS TOUCHED THE COUNTRYSIDE 
        C              Em            C                Em 
AND THE PEOPLE RISE IN ANGER AND THE STREETS BEGIN TO FILL 
            C                Em               C               Em   Em 
AND THERE'S GUNFIRE FROM THE ROOFTOPS AND THE BLOOD BEGINS TO SPILL. 
            Em             Em+C 
     IN THE MANSION OF THE GOVERNOR 
             Em+C#           Em+C 
     THERE'S NOTHING THAT IS KNOWN FOR SURE 
         Em           Em+C            Em+C#       Em+C 
     THE TELEPHONE IS RINGING AND THE PENDULUM IS SWINGING, 
              Em            Em+C                Em+C#           Em+C 
     AND THEY WONDER HOW IT HAPPENED WHENS THEY REALLY KNOW THE REASON 
            Em              Em+C               Em+C#           Em+C(X2) 
     AND IT WASN'T JUST THE TEMPERATURE AND IT WASN'T JUST THE SEASON 
     D              Em   Em 
     BLACK DAY IN JULY. 
 
BLACK DAY IN JULY; MOTOR CITY'S BURNING AND THE FLAMES ARE RUNNING WILD 
 
THEY REFLECT UPON THE WATERS OF THE RIVER AND THE LAKE, 
 
AND EVERYONE IS LISTENING AND EVERYONE'S AWAKE 
 
BLACK DAY IN JULY. 
 
BLACK DAY IN JULY; THE PRINTING PRESS IS TURNING     
 
AND THE NEWS IS QUICKLY FLASHED 



 
AND YOU READ YOUR MORNING PAPER AND YOU SIP YOUR CUP OF TEA 
 
AND YOU WONDER JUST IN PASSING, IS IT HIM OR IS IT ME? 
 
BLACK DAY IN JULY. 
 
     IN THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT THE DEED IS DONE, 
 
     THE TROOPS ARE SENT; 
 
     THERE'S REALLY NOT MUCH CHOICE YOU SEE; 
 
     IT LOOKS TO US LIKE ANARCHY. 
 
     AND THEN THE TANKS GO ROLLING IN 
 
     TO PATCH THINGS UP AS BEST THEY CAN. 
 
     THERE IS NOT TIME TO HESITATE; 
 
     THE SPEECH IS MADE, THE DUES CAN WAIT. 
 
     BLACK DAY IN JULY. 
 
BLACK DAY IN JULY; THE STREETS OF MOTOR CITY NOW ARE QUIET AND SERENE 
 
BUT THE SHAPES OF GUTTED BUILDINGS STRIKE TERROR TO THE HEART 
 
AND YOU SAY, "HOW DID IT HAPPEN?" 
 
AND YOU SAY, "HOW DID IT START? 
 
WHY CAN WE ALL BE BROTHERS?  WHY CAN'T WE LIVE IN PEACE?" 
 
BUT THE HANDS OF THE HAVE-NOTS KEEP FALLING OUT OF REACH. 
 
BLACK DAY IN JULY. 
 
BLACK DAY IN JULY; MOTOR CITY MADNESS HAS TOUCHED THE COUNTRYSIDE. 
 
AND THROUGH THE SMOKE AND CINDERS YOU CAN HEAR IT FAR AND WIDE. 
 
THE DOORS ARE QUICKLY BOLTED AND THE CHILDREN LOCKED INSIDE. 
 
BLACK DAY IN JULY.  BLACK DAY IN JULY...BLACK DAY IN JULY... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


