
ELLA MAE 
 
the basic way of playing would be that kind of arpeggio with all the chords: 
E------------------------------------1------------------------------- 
B--3----3----3----3----3----3----3----3-3--1----1----1----1-----3---- 
G----0----0----0----0----2----2----2---------0----0----0----0-----0-- 
D---0----0----0----0----3----3----3----3----2----2----2----2-----0--- 
A-2----2----2----2----0----0----0----0----3----3----3----3----------- 
E--------------------------------------------------------------3-----   
 (G6)                (Asus4)             (C)                  (G6) 
 
E-------------------------- 
B--3----3----3----3-------- 
G----0----0----0----0------ 
D---0----0----0----0------- 
A------2----2-------------- 
E-3--------------3----3---- etc. 
 
  
G6             As                  C 
ELLA MAE - THE REDWINGS RETURNED TODAY 
                          G6             As 
A LITTLE RAIN FELL IN THE MORNING--- THE AFTERNOON WAS CLEAR 
 
    C 
AN' THAT SONG YOU LOVED TO HEAR 
E                            F 
WAS FILLING UP THE FENCE ROW WHERE THE BIRDS ALL GO 
D7s                                 A7s 
TO TALK OVER THEIR LONG JOURNEY AND SING. 
   
G6             As                   C 
ELLA MAE - ALL THE GIFTS YOU GAVE 
                                  G6 
TREMBLE IN MY LIFE LIKE A STARTLED DEER 
As 
YOU GAVE ME MY PA 
       C 
WHO IS IN ME AS YOU ARE 
    E 
AND THE SOUTHERN PINEY HILLS 
          F        
THE CLEAR WATER AND THE RUNNING RILLS 
D7s                                 A7s 
THAT TUMBLED THROUGH THE LIVES OF US ALL. 
  
 
SIX BIG MEN AND ONE BIG STRONG WOMAN 
 
YOU AND LITTLE GRANDPA DAVID RAISED UP THERE 
 
THEY ALL HAD FAMILIES  WE ALL COME BACK TO SEE YOU 
 
YOU HUGGED US ALL IN TURN  COCKED YOUR HEAD AND SAID WE'D GROWN 
 
AND TOUCHED US WITH YOUR HANDS THAT SMELLED LIKE BREAD 
 



 
ELLA MAE - IT'S A CLEAR WARM SUMMER'S DAY 
 
THE YOUNG BIRDS ARE TRYING OUT THEIR WINGS 
 
AH IT'S SOMETHING TO SEE THEM TRY TO GET UP THERE AND FLY 
 
AND MY OWN CHILD IS BOUND TO DO THE SAME 
 
TODAY SHE LEARNED THREE BIRDS' NAMES. 
 
 
ELLA MAE - I CAN SEE YOU PLAIN AS DAY 
 
SAILING OUT LIKE A SHIP TO YOUR GARDEN 
 
IN YOUR OLD WIDE-BRIM STRAW HAT 
 
WITH A LONG HANDLED HOE IN YOUR HAND. 
 
PAUSING AT THE GATE I SEE YOU LOOK SOUTH TO THE POND 
 
A LONG TIME QUIET SMILE ON YOUR FACE. 
 
 
ELLA MAE - WHEN YOUR DAVID WENT AWAY AFTER CUTTING BRUSH ALL DAY LONG 
 
WELL, YOUR LIFE JUST SLOWLY CLOSED 
 
LIKE A WORN OUT AUTUMN ROSE YOU COULD NOT FIND THE BREAD 
 
YOU COULD NOT MAKE YOUR LONESOME BED OR REALLY DO A THING BUT RISE AND GO. 
 
ELLA MAE - THE REDWINGS LEFT TODAY PASSING IN A LONG CLOUD OF WINGS 
 
THEY'RE HEADED DOWN YOUR WAY THEY'LL BE THERE IN A COUPLE OF DAYS 
 
THEY'LL SING THAT SONG YOU LOVED AS THEY FLY ABOVE 
 
YOUR RESTING PLACE BY DAVID IN THE PINES. 
  
If you have corrections, or the chords to any of these songs, please send an e-mail and we will make the 
changes as soon as possible.  Thank you.  This song chart was provided for your personal enjoyment by 
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