
THEY CALL IT DEMOCRACY  
by Bruce Cockburn (1985) 
D 
PADDED WITH POWER HERE THEY COME 
Em                        G 
INTERNATIONAL LOAN SHARKS BACKED BY THE GUNS 
   D 
OF MARKET HUNGRY MILITARY PROFITEERS 
      Em                        G 
WHOSE WORD IS A SWAMP AND WHOSE BROW IS SMEARED 
         D                   Em  G 
WITH THE BLOOD OF THE POOR 
 
WHO ROB LIFE OF ITS QUALITY  WHO RENDER RAGE A NECESSITY 
BY TURNING COUNTRIES INTO LABOR CAMPS 
MODERN SLAVERS IN DRAG AS CHAMPIONS OF FREEDOM 
SINISTER CYNICAL INSTRUMENT 
WHO MAKES THE GUN INTO A SACRAMENT 
THE ONLY RESPONSE TO THE DEIFICATION 
OF TYRANNY BY SO-CALLED "DEVELOPED" NATIONS' 
IDOLATRY OF IDEOLOGY NORTH SOUTH EAST WEST 
KILL THE BEST AND BUY THE REST 
IT'S JUST SPEND A BUCK TO MAKE A BUCK 
YOU DON'T REALLY GIVE A FLYING DUCK ABOUT THE PEOPLE IN MISERY 
 
A            A 
IMF DIRTY MF TAKES AWAY EVERYTHING IT CAN GET 
A 
ALWAYS MAKING CERTAIN THAT THERE'S ONE THING LEFT 
A                                             D  Em  G  D  Em  G 
KEEP THEM ON THE HOOK WITH INSUPPORTABLE DEBT 
 
I SEE THE PAID-OFF LOCAL BOTTOM FEEDERS 
PASSING THEMSELVES OFF AS LEADERS 
KISS THE LADIES SHAKE HANDS WITH THE FELLOWS 
AND IT'S OPEN FOR BUSINESS LIKE A CHEAP BORDELLO 
 
AND THEY CALL IT DEMOCRACY, AND THEY CALL IT DEMOCRACY 
AND THEY CALL IT DEMOCRACY, AND THEY CALL IT DEMOCRACY 
 
YOU SEE THE LOADED EYES OF THE CHILDREN TOO 
TRYING TO MAKE THE BEST OF IT THE WAY KIDS DO 
ONE DAY YOU'RE GOING TO RISE FROM YOUR HABITUAL FEAST 
TO FIND YOURSELF STARING DOWN THE THROAT OF THE BEAST 
THEY CALL THE REVOLUTION 
 
IMF DIRTY MF TAKES AWAY EVERYTHING IT CAN GET 
ALWAYS MAKING CERTAIN THAT THERE'S ONE THING LEFT 
KEEP THEM ON THE HOOK WITH INSUPPORTABLE DEBT 
AND THEY CALL IT DEMOCRACY 
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